Introduction
Corruption is probably one of the biggest threats to peace and stability in Africa today. Worse still, it casts an ominous dark shadow over the future political, economic, and social progress of the continent given the deleterious effects it is having on the faltering efforts to establish a culture of constitutionalism, democracy, respect for the rule of law and good governance. The debilitating effects of corruption are sparing no African country. For example, in a letter of 3 May 2012, President Salva Kiir of South Sudan, Africa's youngest state (which barely celebrated the first year of its hard-earned independence from the Republic of Sudan in July 2012), wrote to 75 former and current government officials to return an estimated US$ 4 billion which had been stolen from the country which was now almost bankrupt. In it, he said:
We fought for freedom, justice and equality. Yet, once we got to power, we forgot what we fought for and began to enrich ourselves at the expense of our people.1 South Sudan in many respects epitomises the African paradox; how African leaders have fought hard to liberate their people from exploitative, alien, cruel, despotic and undemocratic foreign powers but within a few years of getting 1 See, "S. Sudan asks officials to return stolen funds," http://www.aljazeera.com/news/afri ca/2012/06/201265233043136384.html (accessed in March 2015). On 8 July 2013, a "letter of concern to President Salva Kiir," was written by "several long-term friends of South Sudan" in which they expressed their concern about the "increasingly perilous fate of South Sudan," which barely two years after independence, has "become synonymous with corruption." See, Pambazuka News Issue 638 of 10 July 2013, http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/com ment/88191/print (accessed in March 2015).
Rethinking Anti-Corruption Strategies in Africa to power, they become worse than these foreign oppressors. There can be no gainsaying that corruption threatens to fell at the knees virtually everything we hold dear and precious in our hard-won constitutional order. It blatantly undermines the democratic ethos, the institutions of democracy, the rule of law and the foundational values of our nascent constitutional project. It fuels maladministration and public fraudulence, imperils the capacity of the state to fulfil its obligations to respect, protect, promote and fulfil all the rights enshrined in the Bill of Rights. When corruption and organised crime flourish, sustainable development and economic growth are stunted. And in turn, the stability and security of society is put at risk.
Corruption is neither a new phenomenon nor is it unique to Africa. As Transparency International's (TI) annual Corruption Perception Index (CPI) shows,4 it is a feature of all countries both developed and underdeveloped. It is, however, the scale of corruption in Africa and the debilitating effect it is having on the continent that makes it different.5 Not only does it undermine economic
